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U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School 2009 

August 3, 2018 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
I hope everyone is having a relaxing summer and enjoying some family time together. August is here 
and soon the new school year will begin. Our first day of school is August 27. As always, this has been a 
busy and productive summer, and I am very excited about the upcoming school year. There is much to 
share, so I thank you in advance for taking the time to review this letter. 
 
This summer, as every summer, I miss seeing the faces and hearing the joyful voices of our students.  It 
is, however, a wonderful time to clean, paint, and makes repairs to the school building. Our big project 
has been the renovation of the school gym, with a new floor, bleachers, and hoops. This project is a 
generous gift from our parish and we are grateful for Father Hathaway’s support. This project could not 
have happened without Mr. Chris Lukawski, a school parent, who has lent us his professional expertise 
in the planning and execution of this project. As with all projects when dealing with an older building, 
we ran into some unexpected delays. Nonetheless, we are hopeful that the work will be completed by the 
beginning of the school year. 
 
The Design for Excellence (DFE) re-accreditation process continues and we are looking forward to the 
DFE Visiting Team’s visit to our school October 16-19. Our self-study work will continue until the time 
of their visit, resulting in a few additional 11:30 am dismissal days during the months of September and 
October. I can assure that the work we are doing, has been fruitful and will continue to be so. Not only 
has it demonstrated that we are an excellent, faith-based school, but has allowed us to determine areas 
that are needed for continued improvement. We will share our report after the completion of the process, 
including the findings of the Visiting Team.   
 
We are proud to launch our new mission statement. The mission of The Basilica School of St. Mary is to 
nurture saints, stewards, and scholars. It is short and clearly states who we are. We pray that we are 
able to live up to our mission, helping each other to become saints and earn our eternal reward; using all 
of our God given gifts in the manner He has intended; and to develop our intellect through academic 
excellence and all for the Glory of God. 
 
Each new school year brings with it new beginnings. We look forward to greeting the familiar faces of 
our students and teachers after the summer break. We are excited to meet our new students and faculty 
members. This year we have several new teachers joining our talented and dedicated faculty. I have 
enclosed a short biographical summary for each. After reviewing, I am sure that you will be impressed 
and feel blessed that God has sent us these talented teachers, especially at a time of a national teacher 
shortage. 
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Some changes have been made in regards to our administrative support team so that we may better meet 
your needs. Mrs. Ann Ross and Mrs. Sarah Christie are our team for communications and enrollment.  
Mrs. Bridget Michael, Mrs. Shawn Kelly and Mrs. Anne Callahan comprise our administrative office 
team.  Please be sure to check the school website for answers to questions as to who may best serve you.  
 
I know that you and your child(ren) are eager to know who his/her teacher will be for the upcoming 
school year.  Class lists for all grades will be available through the PowerSchool Parent Portal beginning 
Thursday, August 16. Please understand that many factors and much thought and deliberation goes into 
the placement of students; therefore, requests for changes will not be considered. 
 
We are very excited about this upcoming school year, making plans to ensure a successful year, both 
academically and spiritually. To facilitate a wonderful beginning, we will host a Sneak-a-Peek Day for 
students in grades 1-8. It will be held on Friday, August 24, from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm. This informal 
event will provide an opportunity for students and parents to visit the school, see the classrooms, and 
meet his/her teacher. Our kindergarten students will receive an invitation to their very own Meet and 
Greet scheduled for Thursday, August 23.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and for reviewing all of the materials contained in this 
packet. Please be sure to check the school website, www.smsva.org, for information and updates.  I am 
looking forward to seeing you and your children when school begins. Please feel free to stop by my 
office if you have any questions or concerns throughout the school year.  
 
Welcome to a fabulous school year!  
 
Yours in Christ+, 

 
Mrs. Janet M. Cantwell 
Principal 
	

	

	



New Faculty and Staff Biographical Information 
 

Mrs. Kimberly Lusch will join our fabulous first-grade team. She is an experienced first-grade teacher, 
having taught four years in Florida and eight years at St. Mary School in Mt. Clemens, MI. A native 
Michigander, Mrs. Lusch received her degree in elementary education from Central Michigan 
University. She holds a Master of Science in Education, with a concentration in Elementary Reading and 
Literacy, K-6. Mrs. Lusch currently holds a Michigan State Professional Teaching Certificate and is in 
the process of obtaining her teaching license from the Commonwealth of Virginia.  
 
Mrs.  Delaney Caimano will be “wearing a new hat” as a third-grade teacher. Although she loved 
teaching fourth grade for the past four years, Mrs. Caimano is ready to accept a new teaching 
assignment. She holds a master’s degree in Education and has served as a teacher leader in our school. 
Mrs. Caimano will be a welcome addition to our talented third-grade team. 
 
Mrs. Ellen Fitzpatrick will join our fabulous fourth-grade team. She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education from St. Joseph University in Philadelphia. A native of Philadelphia, a mother of 
four and a lifelong Catholic, Mrs. Fitzpatrick has dedicated her career to Catholic education. She most 
recently taught at St. Francis Assisi School in Springfield, PA. The principal at St. Francis Assisi School 
wholeheartedly recommended Mrs. Fitzpatrick for this position. Mrs. Fitzpatrick has served as a 
women’s basketball coach on the high school and college levels. We look forward to her bringing this 
enthusiasm to the classroom.    
 
Fifth grade will say “hello” to Ms. Caroline Ricardo. She will teach her homeroom students 
reading/language arts and math. Ms. Ricardo, a devout Catholic, is eager to share the faith with all of the 
fifth-grade students as their religion teacher.  She is a native Floridian and has recently moved to the 
Arlington Diocese. Ms. Ricardo is eager to teach in a Catholic school, as her previous experience has 
been in public education as a fifth-grade teacher. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Elementary education 
from Florida State University and has Florida state teaching certification. Ms. Ricardo is in the process 
of obtaining her certification from the Commonwealth of Virginia 
 
Mr. Anthony Pang and Mrs. Brittany Doucette will join our middle school team. Mr. Pang has four 
grown children (who attended St. Mary’s!) and two adored grandchildren. He is a career-change teacher, 
eager to join Mrs. Van Heest and Mrs. Parker teaching middle-school math. As a former Navy pilot and 
Department of Defense engineer, Mr. Pang holds both bachelor’s and master’s degrees in engineering.  
Following his tour of active duty in the Navy, Mr. Pang taught math at Gonzaga College High School 
for a year in the early 1990’s. Although Gonzaga was eager for him to return, he accepted a position as a 
DOD engineer.  Upon retirement, he has decided to return to the classroom. 
 
Mrs. Doucette began her career in the business world on Wall Street.  She discerned another path and 
different priorities after eye-witnessing the 9/11 terrorist attack. Mrs. Doucette is a proud Navy Officer’s 
wife and mother of four children. She has been active in Catholic ministries in many roles and in a 
variety of settings. She holds a master’s degree in Catechetics from Franciscan University of 
Steubenville and a master’s in Theology from Saint Meinrad.  Mrs. Doucette holds both advanced 
catechist certification from the Diocese of Arlington and VCEA teacher certification. Mrs. Doucette is 
committed to leading her students to a deeper awareness of our Church’s teaching, bringing them to a 
dynamic relationship with Christ.   
 



Mrs. Emily Login has accepted the position as special education teacher. She holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Education as an intervention specialist from the Franciscan University of Steubenville. 
Mrs. Login has experience working with children on the autism spectrum and children with intellectual 
disabilities and other challenges. We are excited to have her join our Learning Center team, as we 
continue to provide greater opportunities for our non-traditional and special-needs learners whose 
parents seek a Catholic education for their children.  
 
Mrs. Denise D’Angelo will also join our Learning Center team as a part-time literacy coach and part-
time substitute teacher. Many of you know Mrs. D’Angelo as the mother of three St. Mary’s students.  
She holds a BA in Elementary Education and a MS in Reading and Literacy.  Mrs. D’Angelo has held 
certifications in the Commonwealth of Virginia and the State of New Jersey, as well as being a National 
Board Certified teacher in Early Childhood.  She will provide additional classroom support for reading 
instruction and differentiated instructional strategies across all grade levels.  Mrs. D’Angelo will work 
closely with Mrs. Dean, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, and is very excited about this new 
position. 
 
We welcome Mrs. Beth Casey and Mrs. Amy Bruce to our Encore team.  Mrs. Casey has accepted the 
position of Art teacher. She is currently enrolled in a master’s program for Art Education at George 
Mason University. She has worked in the Learning Center as an instructional assistant for the past four 
years.  She is excited to share her enthusiasm for art with our students and help them develop their 
talents. Mrs. Casey has three sons, two of whom are in the middle school. 
 
Mrs. Bruce will join Mr. Dowell as a Physical Education teacher.  She holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Physical Education from the University of Delaware and Master of Science in Clinical Exercise Science 
from George Washington University. Mrs. Bruce has experience as a personal trainer and, most recently, 
has worked in the area of cardiac rehabilitation.  She has also served as a coach for our cross country 
team. Mrs. Bruce is excited to work with our students as they develop physically and gain an 
appreciation for the importance of Christian sportsmanship. Mrs. Bruce has three boys at The Basilica 
School of St. Mary.   
 
Although not new to The Basilica School of St. Mary, Sra. Carolyn Towey will serve as our Spanish 
teacher in grades 4-6. She joined our faculty last year as a rotating substitute teacher. Sra. Towey, a 
University of Notre Dame graduate, is an experienced teacher who holds VCEA certification. She 
previously taught Spanish at St. John Paul the Great High School. Spanish is Sra. Towey’s native 
language and she is excited to share her love of the Spanish language and culture with her students. 
 
We welcome our new school nurse, Mrs. Christine Danaher, BSN, RN. Mrs. Danaher is an 
experienced pediatric nurse, mother of seven children, and a caring and loving professional. Many of 
you already know Mrs. Danaher as a parishioner and parent of three of our students. Ms. Anju 
Varughese, BSN, RN, will continue part-time in the clinic with increased hours, enabling us to provide 
the best health care possible for our students. We are pleased to have both of these faith-filled women 
working in our school clinic. 
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